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members, five of whom, including Oliver Ellsworth,
its chairman, had been members of the Federal
Convention. To Ellsworth is to be credited largely
the authorship of the great Judiciary Act of Sep-
tember 24,1789, the essential features of which still
remain after 130 years in full force and effect.

This famous measure created a chief justice-
ship and five associate justiceships for the Supreme
Court; fifteen District Courts, one for each State of
the Union and for each of the two Territories, Ken-
tucky and Ohio; and, to stand between these, three
Circuit Courts consisting of two Supreme Court
justices and the local district judge. The ^cases'*
and "controversies" comprehended by the Act fall
into three groups: first, those brought to enforce
the national laws and treaties, original jurisdiction
of which was assigned to the District Courts; sec-
ondly, controversies between citizerts of different
States1; lastly, cases brought originally under a
state law and in a State Court but finally coming
to involve some claim of right based on the Na-
tional Constitution, laws, or treaties. For these
the twenty-fifth section of the Act provided that,

1 Where the national jurisdiction was extended to these in the
interest of providing an impartial tribunal, it was given to the Circuit
Courts.